Israel Apartheid Week

Women's Safety Advisory

To: All female students, faculty members, and guests of this university

Universities around the world are hosting Israel Apartheid Week, whose purpose is to condemn Israel as an apartheid state. Participants at this event may include students or visitors from other cultures that are unfamiliar with or do not share your culture's attitudes toward women and the right of women to control their own bodies. Examples are as follows.

(1) Rape is the fault of women. Sheikh Taj Din al-Hilali of Australia said, "If you take out uncovered meat and place it outside on the street, or in the garden or in the park, or in the backyard without a cover, and the cats come and eat it, whose fault is it—the cats or the uncovered meat? The uncovered meat is the problem. If she was in her room, in her home, in her hijab (veil), no problem would have occurred."
(2) Rape victims deserve death for dishonoring their families. As reported by Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson's "Mother kills raped daughter to restore 'honor'" (Seattle Times, November 17 2003), "Raped by her brothers and impregnated, Rofayda Qaoud refused to commit suicide, her mother recalls, even after she bought the 17-year-old a razor with which to slit her wrists. So Amira Abu Hanhan Qaoud says she did what she believes any good Palestinian parent would: restored her family's 'honor' through murder."
(3) Shariah (Islamic law) sanctions rape. As reported by Maxim Lott in "Advocates of Anti-Shariah Measures Alarmed by Judge's Ruling" (Fox News, August 5 2010), "Defendant forced plaintiff to have sex with him while she cried. Plaintiff testified that defendant always told her 'this is according to our religion. You are my wife, I can do anything to you. The woman, she should submit and do anything I ask her to do.'"

(4) Shariah calls for execution of rape and incest victims. Per "Iranian Mullahs Stone 13-Year-Old Rape Victim" by Koorosh Afshar (India Daily, October 26, 2004 ), "another girl, 13-year-old 'Zheela', was sentenced to "stoning to death" by another Islamic judge in the city of 'Marivan,' Western Iran. This poor child is sentenced to death because she has been impregnated by her 15-year-old brother." 
(5) A female journalist, Lara Logan, was recently gang-raped in Egypt.
STAY SAFE DURING ISRAEL APARTHEID WEEK.

(1) Walk in groups, and preferably with large male companions.

(2) Be very aware of your surroundings at all times, especially after dark. Know the location of the nearest blue light emergency phone if your university has them.
(3) If you see members of the foreign cultures described above, and especially if they are in a large group, move away quickly to a well-lit place with plenty of other people nearby.

(4) Follow your university's Public Safety Department's guidance on personal safety very meticulously during Israel Apartheid Week.
